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MEETING AGENDA 

Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals 
Wednesday, April 20, 2022, 5:30 PM  
Valparaiso City Hall – Council Chambers 
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance  
2. Roll Call 
3. Adoption of Meeting Minutes 
4. Old Business 
5. New Business 
 
UV22-003/SE22-003B – A petition filed by T-Mobile Central LLC (Insite RE, Inc. as agent) for a 
temporary 100’ monopole wireless telecommunication facility at 205 Billings St. in Commercial 
Neighborhood (CN) zone. 

1. Use Variance - Table 2.551 B to allow a minor telecommunications facility in CN zone 
2. Variances from Special Use Standards in Section 2.551: 

• 2.551 (E)(3) to allow placement in side yard 
• 2.551 (E)(4) to reduce the setback from approximately 110’ to 40’ 
• 2.551 (E)(5) to eliminate requirement for visual screening at base 
• 2.551 (E)(7) to eliminate requirement for collocation capacity 

 
UV22-002/VAR22-004 – A petition filed by Allan Svihlik for Signarama to allow a light industrial 
use and install a sign on an existing water tower at 405 Elm St in Commercial Neighborhood 
(CN) zone. 

1. Use Variance – Table 2.201 (B) to allow a sign manufacturer (a light industrial use) in CN 
zone 

2. Development Standards Variance – Section 5.303 (2) to allow a sign not expressly 
permitted in a Commercial District 

 
SE22-002/VAR22-005 – A petition filed by Porter County Museum Foundation c/o Todd Leeth 
to expand the Porter County Museum at 20 Indiana Ave, a public assembly use, in the Central 
Business District (CBD). 

1. Special Exception – Table 2.201 (A) to allow a museum in the CBD 
2. Development Standards Variances  

• Section 2.516 (D)(1) to allow a place of public assembly on the ground floor 
• Section 2.516 (C)(1)(b)(ii) to allow a place of public assembly on a lot of less than 

three acres 
 

http://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/


 

 

Planning Department 
166 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
Phone: (219) 462-1161 
Fax:     (219) 464-4273 
www.valpo.us 

 

Our City...Our Values 
     Honestly Accountable   Surprisingly Responsive   Boldly Proactive   Creatively Frugal   Respectfully Compassionate 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
7. Staff Items  
8. Adjournment 
    Michael Micka, President – Board of Zoning Appeals 
    Beth Shrader, Planning Director 
    Next Meeting: May 18, 2022  
 

Interested persons can view the public hearing Live on the City of Valparaiso Website, www.valpo.us or via web 
conference at https://bit.ly/3KpjIQi  

 
 

**Requests for alternate formats please contact Beth Shrader at bshrader@valpo.us  or (219) 462-1161. ** 

http://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/
http://www.valpo.us/
https://bit.ly/3KpjIQi
mailto:bshrader@valpo.us
















































 PORTER COUNTY MUSEUM FOUNDATION 
                                             20 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso, IN 46383 • (219) 510.1916 • mypoco.org  
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March 2022 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals, City of Valparaiso  
166 W. Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
 
Application Exhibit No. 1 

 
PROPOSED REUSE 
 

Reuse of 20 E. Indiana Avenue entirely for museum purposes will provide the first 
climate-controlled, ADA-accessible space in our institution’s long history. This building 
is a benefit to the general public for its ease of accessibility and is a stable environment 
for our collection of artifacts thanks to its control of temperature and relative humidity. 
The following is a quick summary of the proposed use of each internal space: 
 

Main Gallery  
This gallery will be used for a semi-permanent, artifact-focused exhibit we have 
tentatively titled, Porter County: A to Z. We plan to change out artifacts on a regular 
basis, but the overall theme would remain for at least five years. This exhibit will tell the 
general story of Valparaiso and Porter County through artifacts in our collection. 

 

Cain Gallery 
The Cain Gallery will showcase artwork from our permanent collection and will change 
out every periodically. We also anticipate partnership opportunities in this space with 
the Valparaiso Creative Council, Spring into the @rts, and other local organizations. 

 

Montague/Urschel Gallery 
We have retained the Montague/Urschel name for what will serve as our temporary 
exhibit gallery. This space will host a history-focused exhibit for approximately eight 
months and an art-focused exhibit for approximately four months of a calendar year. 
Our planned inaugural exhibit for this space is a collaboration with Chicago’s Field 
Museum and other regional partners to spotlight art of the Calumet Region. 

 

Collection/Art Storage 
A high-density shelving solution has been developed to store most of our collection 
when it is not on display. This area will not be accessible to the general public during 
regular hours, but we plan to showcase it on special ticketed behind-the-scenes tours. 

 
 
 



PHYSICAL CHANGES 
 

There is one major and two minor physical changes in our reuse of the Aster & Gray space. The 
major change is renovating the bathroom suite so that the west bathroom is enlarged to meet ADA 
compliance. Minor changes include rebuilding an interior 5’ 5” wall at the east end of the Local Art 
Gallery that Aster & Gray removed in 2019 and creating a 6’ finished opening between the 
Montague/Urschel Gallery and the Main Gallery. This will help create flow between public spaces 
and establish a much better sightline between the north entrance and south exit. 
 
HISTORY 

 

The Porter County Museum, known now as the PoCo Muse, was founded by the Porter County 
Historical Society on September 24, 1916. The collection of artifacts was first amassed by residents 
of all twelve townships in Porter County to celebrate Indiana’s Centennial in downtown Valparaiso. 

 

Over the last 105 years, the artifacts of the museum’s collection have remained in the county seat 
and have been displayed in Valparaiso’s Carnegie Library (1916-1937), Porter County’s Courthouse 
(1938-1973), and Porter County’s 1871 Jail (1975-2020). Our intended reuse of 20 E. Indiana 
Avenue for the purpose of preserving and showcasing this collection will be the museum’s fourth 
official home. 

 

Trustees of the Porter County Museum Foundation (a successor organization to the Porter County 
Historical Society) acquired the building at 20 E. Indiana Avenue in 2017 from 1st Source Bank with 
the intention of connecting it to the properties at 16 and 18 Indiana Avenue in a larger, now-
defunct project. The south portion of 20 E. Indiana Avenue was initially used as the museum’s 
programming space (2017-2020) before it became the Montague/Urschel Gallery (2021-2022). 
Aster & Gray has existed as an income-generating tenant in the north portion of the building since 
August 2017 and have now moved to another space at 118 Lincolnway in Valparaiso. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A rendering of how the condensable storage shelving will function within 20 E. Indiana Avenue 
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