Valparaiso Art Walk
at Cumberland Crossing
2020 – 2021 Sculpture Details

Bicycle Wheel Flowers by Jennifer Meyer
My work with found objects as a sculptor is the same as my
work with clients as a licensed clinical professional counselor.
Just because something or someone has been used, discarded,
abandoned or rejected does not mean that there is no longer
any potential or value. Often what is needed for recovery is a
little time and attention to construct a new perspective so that a
renewal may emerge. This is my life's work with objects and
with humans.
Each of my sculptures are a reincarnation of many purposeful
past lives. My approach in creating public art is to invite the
viewer to reflect upon what we consider discards and to perhaps
be more thoughtful about personal reuse.
I have been creating found object sculptures for over a dozen
years. During that time I have displayed in a variety of settings
including public art displays both temporary and permanent. My
goal is to continue this experience until I have no breath left.
Lansing, IL

Blue, Orange and Stainless by Kenneth Thompson
I have always had a fascination with buildings and bridges, as
well as, the columns, posts, beams and arches that support
them. I come to this world from a tradition of craftsmanship. I
prefer to use materials that convey strength. I have always felt
that good art should be well made and that there is no excuse
for poor craftsmanship.
I see each sculpture as a 'clean sheet of paper' that presents
new opportunities to discover solutions. Beyond content and
suitability, my sculpture concentrates on the fundamental issues
of form and how negative space defines it, as well as, the
techniques employed to create it.
Blissfield, MI

Calamari II by David Vande Vusse
Mobile maker extraordinaire, Dave Vande Vusse has been
creating mobiles and kinetic art for more than forty years. He
was so inspired by the sight of a Calder mobile he saw while in
graduate school that he was compelled to learn to make mobiles
and stabiles himself. He studied all sorts of mobiles wherever he
came across them, but remains a true fan of the Calder style.
Manistee, MI

COVID Trilogy 3 Todd’s House by Kenneth Thompson
I have always had a fascination with buildings and bridges, as
well as, the columns, posts, beams and arches that support
them. I come to this world from a tradition of craftsmanship. I
prefer to use materials that convey strength. I have always felt
that good art should be well made and that there is no excuse
for poor craftsmanship.
I see each sculpture as a 'clean sheet of paper' that presents
new opportunities to discover solutions. Beyond content and
suitability, my sculpture concentrates on the fundamental issues
of form and how negative space defines it, as well as, the
techniques employed to create it.
Blissfield, MI

Elevation by Richard Morgan
Hello my name is Richard Alan Morgan and during my 35year
career I have worked in the welding field with metals. I
occasionally welded gifts for family members and friends, but
basically viewed welding as a job but nothing more. My
perception changed on 3/10/08 when my wife and I were
notified that our only son was murdered in California on Venice
Beach. With the stress from this along with the stress from
work….. Sleep was nearly impossible so after a while I ended up
in the shop during those restless nights instead. It was then that
“Welding” began to ease some of the grief and my creativity was
awakened and I began to transform into a “Survivor” and an
“Artist “and “Metal Sculpture” and have been creating non-stop
ever since. It started as occasional gifts and turned into a
passion and is now an obsession.
As I began to create metal art I found that I wanted to create
unique pieces of functional and non-functional art. I currently
have some public art in Michigan and Ohio and Indiana, and
Colorado. The best thing is being able to create something out
of nothing, and making people happy with my art, is the best
thing about being an artist. My pieces are great for the
environment and have been constructed mostly with aprox 80%
re-claimed materials.
Wauseon, OH

Emporer by Brian Ferriby
I wholly subscribe to the idea of making your work out of what
you know. That is the only way I can find to be authentic. That is
why my work springs from my surroundings. Even when making
abstract works, I have drawn my inspiration from a close
examination of what is close at hand. Universal questions can
be approached if rooted in the specific. You have to have
something to abstract from, and that specific something is close
at hand.
I am interested in place. I am interested in what happened or is
going to happen in that place, whether it is yesterday or in the
distant past. I am interested in decay. I am interested in menace.
I am interested in what is just outside the frame. I am interested
in what is just under the surface of our present reality. I am
interested in making the unseen seen.
Cedar, MI

Falling in Place by Denis Folz
My inspiration comes from my surroundings, a rock on the side
of the road, dead trees in swamp, a person begging for food. I'm
never without a sketchbook to hand so I am constantly drawing
and sometimes the drawings are left in the sketchbook and
other times they develop into more in-depth ideas and detailed
images.
I didn't set out to be an artist with a style, one that can be
judged by a repeated look. I want to explore everything. My
moods create my art. You won’t hear deep profound words
come from me about my art. It is as you see it.
My paintings tends to focus on the environment, the evolution
of man and his material wealth, the struggles people are
confronted with each day. My Sculptures are more about the
space then take from their surroundings.
None of it was intentional - it all developed and evolved over
time. People always ask for my artist statement so I needed to
do one but I've never liked to explain a certain piece of work - if
you've made a picture and that's how you wanted it to be –
hopefully it can speak for itself and whatever it says to the
viewer - it's the right message because there isn't a wrong and a
right message. Each person takes something a little different
from the same piece and I'm happy with that.
Honesdale, PA

Gathering by Michael Magnotta
As a sculptor, privileged to have my work in the public
sphere, I feel a responsibility to engage the viewer and
provide a positive visual presence to the community.
My journey in the arts began some 35 years ago in
photography. Architectural studies broadened my artistic
horizons as I learned how the integration of materials in a
thoughtful design impacts the environment.
In a transition from architecture to sculpture, I found
expression in creating art from industrial remnants and
cast-offs. With inspiration from the masters of the genre,
my work arises from my experiences and things I love jazz, space, nature, mankind, and beauty in all its
manifestations. The Japanese aesthetic of wabi-sabi,
beauty in the imperfect and the natural time-worn patina,
also resonates in my art.
My sculptures typically begin with a trip to the metal yard.
There, among the industrial detritus, I gather my palette,
much as a painter chooses their paints. From the shapes
and textures I rescue, a conversation takes place - a visual
conversation - that results in the three dimensional work
comprising my sculptures.
East Lansing, MI

Hands of a Bird by Andrew Denton
Andy Denton’s sculptures use metal and ceramics to combine
figurative and abstract forms in representing notions of
contemporary spirituality and agnosticism. Drawing inspiration
from artists including sculptor HC Westermann and psychedelic
rock band King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard. Denton’s totemic
sculptures bridge sci-fi vernacular and craft traditions while
emphasizing the inherent spiritual and critical values of art.
Little Rock, AR

Just a Little Peace by Alex Mendez
Mendez is both a sculptor and working musician who is drawn
to abstract forms believing he can provide visual sculpted art
through music. Through his efforts to master concept, design,
sculpting and installation, Mendez creates a progression of his
musical and artistic abilities.
Decatur, IN

Madame Butterfly by Mike Sohikian
Mike Sohikian, a retired ironworker has been a member of the
Bridge and Structural Ironworkers Local 55 for 37 years. He has
had a lifetime of love and appreciation for art but didn’t begin
his art career until 1995. Sohikian is best known for taking
salvaged steel to new heights with impressive and innovative
concepts. He assembles industrial materials as well as reworks
materials into fascinating forms.
Genoa, OH

My Rescue Kitty – Cool Cat by Martha Cares
In contrast to my work as a performing artist which emanates from
the depths of emotion, my sensibilities as a visual artist spring
forth with playful vitality and buoyancy. Drawings and sketches
take shape as free-spirited animate forms, radiating a sense of
happiness, warmth, and comfort, while inspiring narrative.
Wonders of this beautiful world, its resources and its inhabitants
abound with every breath, every gesture, every glance. As
individuals and as a whole we have the ability to make positive
changes and help others. Aesthetic expression, whether realized
through music, the visual arts, dance, literature or the performing
arts holds the power to transport, change, influence and enrich our
lives, and those sharing our wondrous planet.
My sculptures are created of heavy gage steel and industrial
coatings and are proven safe and secure in public installations. All
edges are rounded and smooth to the touch, and each piece is
installed with bolts or bolted welded tabs to secure the work to
concrete. My work is uplifting, approachable, buoyant, vibrant and
proven in harsh climates. Animals and Rescue are a recurring
theme in my sculptures - a cause important to my heart. Each work
of art I create is dedicated to helping others while inspiring
narrative and drawing the public into a happy space.
Sawyer, MI

Pluma Sculptura by Kirk Seese
For the majority of my artistic career I have been a local MD/DC
metro area, 2D mural artist, and still am. Interior and exterior
murals and faux finishing were my bread and butter, although I
also spent two years as a scenic artist/set and prop painter for
film and television. This was the case until 2015 when I took a
position as Lead Designer for ClimbZone, which specializes in
building themed climbing walls for their franchisees, where I
designed literally hundreds of themed climbing walls, my 2D
designs becoming 3D reality, as they build and open new gyms
here in America. The fabrication technique we developed while
I was employed there has opened my eyes to the possibilities of
creating art in 3D. Considering my roots are in public art, I
couldn’t help marry the two together.
What I love about public art is that it is for everyone. It’s set free
from the galleries, museums and privatel homes of the past. It’s
out there, in the wild, and must be strong, durable, able to
withstand all types of weather, public scrutiny and the test of
time!
Lutherville, MD

Roller Snake by Todd Kime
Todd Kime, an architect, is the owner of a custom residential
architectural design firm, “Kime Design.” In 2006 he created
“Sight”, an art studio for sharing and promoting both his and his
wife Nancy’s art. Todd is a participant in many area sculpture
exhibits.
From Architecture to art, a passion for the creative process
drives my work. Using a wide spectrum of materials in various
genres of art, I create art for other’s enjoyment. A sense of
whimsy is always prevalent in my work. Art allows me to share
my passion.
Ottawa Hills, OH

Spring Time Promise by Ric Leichliter
Sculptor in steel, stone, and wood. Much of my work in recent
years is dedicated to wildlife and large abstract outdoor pieces
in steel.
Sugar Grove, OH

Stainless Steel IV by David Vande Vusse
Mobile maker extraordinaire, Dave Vande Vusse has been
creating mobiles and kinetic art for more than forty years. He
was so inspired by the sight of a Calder mobile he saw while in
graduate school that he was compelled to learn to make mobiles
and stabiles himself. He studied all sorts of mobiles wherever he
came across them, but remains a true fan of the Calder style.
Manistee, MI

Wintermoon by Ray Katz
Ray Katz was born and raised in Detroit Michigan where he
attended Mumford High School. Immediately after high school
he served four years in the United States Air Force where he
became interested in art. Upon returning from the military he
attended Detroit Society of Arts and Crafts and Eastern Michigan
University where he received his Bachelor of Science in Fine
Arts. He continued his education at Wayne State University
where he received his Master of Fine Arts degree in sculpture
and drawing. He retired from teaching after 42 years as
Professor of Art at the Auburn Hills, Michigan, campus of
Oakland Community College. He continues to create and exhibit
art in his Pontiac studio.
Pontiac, MI

Riding High by Elisabeth Scheffert
This sculpture has been purchased by the City of Valparaiso as a
permanent fixture.

Interested in purchasing art?
Contact:
Midwest Sculpture Initiative (MSI)
Ken Thompson
517-486-4591
https://www.msisculpture.com/

