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MEETING AGENDA 

Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals 
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, 7:00 PM 
653 Hayes Leonard Road 
 
1.  Roll Call 
 
2. Adoption of December 18th, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
3. Old Business 
None 
 
4.  New Business 
 
VAR18-027 -  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 5, Section 5.302, of the Valparaiso 
Unified Development Ordinance, to allow for an internally illuminated sign in a residential 
zoning district. A variance from Article 5, Section 5.302 to vary the required maximum sign area 
for an institution from the maximum thirty-six (36) square feet, to allow for a total of 128.90 sq 
ft of on-site signage, 38.16 sq. ft. for monument ground sign and 92.9 sq. ft. for wall sign. The 
property is located at 1755 W. Harrison Blvd, in the Suburban Residential (SR) Zoning District 
 

5.  Adjournment 
     Michael Micka, President – Board of Zoning Appeals 
     Tyler Kent, Planning Director 
     Next Meeting: February 19th, 2019        

http://www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/
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VALPARAISO BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

December 18, 2018 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Valparaiso Board of Zoning Appeals was held at 7:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 in the temporary Valparaiso City Hall Council Chambers, located 

at 653 Hayes-Leonard Road, Valparaiso.  Mike Micka presided. 

 

Members present were:  Diane Worstell, Melanie Trowbridge, and Mike Micka.  Also present 

were Tyler Kent, Attorney Christopher Ripley, citizens, and representatives of the press.    

 

MINUTES: 

Melanie Trowbridge made a motion to approve the November 20, 2018 minutes as submitted.  

Diane Worstell seconded the motion. A voice vote was taken and unanimously carried 3-0.    

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None. 

 

NEW BUISINESS: 

VAR18-025 – A petition filed by Faryl Smith of Victory Christian Academy, 3805 LaPorte 

Avenue, Valparaiso, IN.  The petitioner requests a variance from Article 2, Section 2.608 of the 

Valparaiso Unified Development Ordinance, to vary the maximum allowable time period of a 

temporary classroom building of two (2) years to allow for a maximum period of five (5) years.  

The property is located at 3805 LaPorte Avenue, in the Commercial General (CG) zoning 

district.  Ms. Faryl Smith presented.  Victory Christian Academy has been renting this temporary 

building space from Washington Township Evangelical Church.  A permanent structure was 

supposed to be placed, but it has not been yet.  There was a turn over in administration at the 

school and this project was lost in the shuffle.  We believe that with a five (5) year extension that 

will allow us enough time to have a viable plan for either a permanent building or to move to a 

permanent structure.  During the five (5) years we will determine the plan to move forward and 

continue to maintain the temporary structure.  We will be making improvements to the 

temporary structure as well.  It is structurally sound, however, needs maintenance such as 

window sealing, etc.   

 

Public Hearing: 

Mike Micka asked if any of the public would like to speak in favor of or in opposition of this  

petition. Mr. Micka also asked that the public address their questions to the Board Members  

while at the same time the petitioner will take notes and respond at one time.  No one spoke,  

therefore, the public hearing was closed, and questions/comments were heard from the Members.   

 

Q: You are requesting an additional five (5) years? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How many years have you been in the temporary building? 

A: Eight (8). 

Q: Do you rent the space? 

A: Yes 

Q: How long is your lease? 

A: Three (3) years. 

C: Tyler Kent advised the City supports this request and agrees that a five (5) year extension  

 will allow the school to prepare a plan. 

 

Motion:  Diane Worstell made a motion to approve VAR18-025 to vary the maximum allowable  

time period of a temporary classroom building of two (2) years to allow for a maximum period  

of five (5) years.  Such approval will not be injurious to the health, safety, morals, and general  

welfare of the community; will not affect the use and value of the area adjacent to the property  

included in the variance in a substantially adverse manner; arises from practical difficulties in the  

use of the property in conformity with the Zoning Ordinance, and the petitioner will comply with  

all parking requirements.  Melanie Trowbridge seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken  

and carried 3-0.   

 

STAFF ITEMS: 

Tyler Kent thanked everyone for their service in 2018.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 

There being no further business, the December 18, 2018 Board of Zoning Appeals meeting was 

adjourned at 7:10 p.m.       

 

        

 

             

       Mike Micka, President 

 

 

 

       

Tyler Kent, Executive Secretary 












































