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Heath Carter

Dr. Heath W. Carter is an associate professor of history at Valparaiso University, where he
teaches and writes about the intersection of religion and public life in the modern United States.
He is the author of Union Made: Working People and the Rise of Social Christianity in Chicago
and the co-editor of three other books. He is currently working on a new book project entitled On
Earth as it is in Heaven: Social Christians and the Fight to End American Inequality (under
contract with Oxford University Press). Carter is the co-editor (with Mark Noll) of Eerdmans’
Library of Religious Biography series.
Carter is also very involved in the Valparaiso community. He is the chair of the City of
Valparaiso’s Advisory Human Relations Council, and serves on the board of both Project
Neighbors and the Northwest Indiana African American Alliance. He resides in the city with his
wife, Thais, and three boys, Isaiah, Samuel, and James.

Gene Tanner

Gene Tanner has been the pastor of the Valparaiso Nazarene Church for 25 years. Gene also
currently serves on the Church of the Nazarene Seminary board for pastoral leadership and has
served as a trustee to Olivet Nazarene University. Gene is a frequent speaker at conferences on
leadership and serves as a speaker on cruise ships. Gene is married to Tamra for 39 years with
two children and two grand children.

Laurie Mullet
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Laurie Mullet is the CEO of Pines Village Retirement Communities in Valparaiso, IN. Mullet
graduated with multiple degrees including: an Associate Degree in Nursing from Purdue
University, Bachelor of Science in Health from College of St Francis, and Master's of Science in
Administration from University of Notre Dame De Lac. Mullet was born in Gary and moved to rural
Valparaiso at the age of 5. Mullet and her husband settled in the town of Porter to raise their two
sons Aaron and Seth and currently live in New Durham Township in Westville, IN.

Abdus Saboor Zubair

Abdus Saboor Zubair is an undergraduate student pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree in
Computer Engineering and Computer Science at Valparaiso University. Zubair is from
Rawalpindi, Pakistan and is a non-voting member that represents Valparaiso University on the
Human Relations Council. Zubair is passionate about creating a positive environment and
platform for all the residents of Valparaiso and aims to assist to promote diversity and inclusion
throughout the city.

Hannah Hammond-Hagman
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Hannah Hammond-Hagman is an artist and mother residing in her hometown of Valparaiso after
years on the East and West coasts. She has worked over fifteen years in arts education and arts
and cultural non-profits. She has an extensive background in community engagement work via
creative placemaking, youth development and educational outreach from the neighborhood level
to the state level. She believes in the power of the arts to transform lives and communities, and
nourishes this in her pedagogical practice, her studio practice, and her personal life. She cofounded Community Supported Arts Valparaiso (CSA Valpo), a program that supports local artists
in the creation of new works by selling future shares from those artists. Hannah also serves at the
Education Director for Lubeznik Center for the Arts in Michigan City.

Willow Walsh

Born and raised in the Vale of Paradise, Willow Walsh is a senior undergraduate student at
Valparaiso University and a member of the President’s Commission for an Inclusive Valpo
Community (CIVC). As an HRC councilperson, Willow is informed through her work on the firstperson story collecting project on campus (the Welcome Project) as well as her work as a
facilitator for the Center for Civic Reflection. She has been on the Council since January 2018.

Roxanne Mendez-Johnson
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Roxanne Mendez Johnson has dedicated her life to public service. For almost twenty years,
Roxanne has protected the rights of indigent clients in both federal and county courts. Roxanne is
currently serving as an Assistant Federal Defender in Hammond, Indiana for the Federal
Community Defenders Office, Inc. She represents the accused in federal criminal court in the
Northern District of Indiana. For four years, Roxanne managed her own law firm, The Law Office
of Roxanne Mendez Johnson. The majority of the practice focused on representing the accused
in both federal and county criminal courts, with a small segment of the practice dedicated to
immigration cases. Roxanne has served as an immigration attorney for a firm in Chicago, and as
an Assistant Federal Public Defender in the Western District of New York and the District of
Arizona, Tucson Office. She also served as an Assistant Public Defender in Genesee County,
New York, and as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Charles V. Harrington, Pima County
Superior Court Judge in Tucson, Arizona. Roxanne earned her Juris Doctorate from the
University of Arizona, College of Law in 1999, and she graduated from the University of Notre
Dame with a Bachelor's degree in Spanish. Prior to her legal career, Roxanne taught kindergarten
in Houston, Texas through Teach For America (Corps 1993). Roxanne was raised in the far west
Chicago suburb of Glen Ellyn, where her parents still reside.

Samuel Burow-Flak
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Samuel Burow-Flak is a junior at Valparaiso High School. He is active within Valparaiso High
School participating in SADD Club, Student Council, and several academic teams. Burow-Flak is
involved in the youth sector of the Porter County Substance Abuse Council and is a member of
the Indiana Student Council Executive Committee.

John Albers

Rev. John Albers serves as the Executive Director, Lutheran School Corporation of Indiana, Inc.
Rev. Albers received a Masters Degree in Nonprofit Management from DePaul University in 2015.
He is a graduate of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and Valparaiso University. For more than two
decades, Rev. John Albers has made the provision of safe and affordable housing a personal
mission. He continues as a community advocate for expanding available housing for people from
many economic backgrounds. His spouse, Debra, is the Director of the Center for Church and
Community Relations at Valparaiso University. They are members of Immanuel Lutheran Church
in Valparaiso.

Jeff Balon
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Chief Jeffrey Balon has been on the Valparaiso Police Department since 1992. He obtained his Bachelor
of Science -With Distinction, from Calumet College of Saint Joseph, in Public Safety Management. Chief
Balon is a lifelong Porter County resident and a 1987 graduate of the Chesterton High School. He is
married to his wife Katherine, and together they have four children. Chief Balon has been on the Human
Relations Council since becoming Chief of Police in August, 2017.

John Seibert

John Seibert has been the Director of Valpo Parks for over 30 years. He has also held positions as Mayor
Jon Costas’ City Administrator, President of Housing Opportunities, and Vice-President of Opportunity
Enterprises, and has served as an Adjunct Professor in the College of Business Administration at
Valparaiso University. John has the privilege of serving on many community Boards including the Human
Relations Council. He grew up in Beaumont, Texas and received a Bachelor’s degree in Education from
Baylor University and a Master’s degree in Recreation from Indiana University – Bloomington. He and his
wife, Rin, have lived in Valparaiso for 38 years and have 3 children, 2 daughters-in-law, and 2
grandchildren.

Alex Clanton
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Alex Clanton is currently a Senior at Valparaiso High School, and within the Valparaiso Human Relations
Council, he is a nonvoting member. Alex is an active participant within his school as he is the President of
IASC as well as an IASC Northwest District Representative. Through these roles, Alex creates a stronger
sense of community by promoting diversity and inclusion to better the commercial welfare and the civic of
the community.
Bill Lewis

Bill earned his degree in business at the University of Evansville through a football scholarship. As a
champion athlete in high school and college, he continues to apply many of the skills of selfdiscipline and teamwork to his everyday life. Bill has been handling insurance-related restoration
repairs for more than 17 years and understands how to get your home back to normal as quickly as
possible. He handles estimates for customers as well as managing the day-to-day operations of the
business.

Judith Ne ville
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Judith Neville is the Executive Director of Gratz Opus 118 Music & Dance, a music teaching studio and
retail sheet music store in Valparaiso. The store is owned by Neville Ministries, Inc., where Judith serves
as Vice President of Music Education.
Judith was a member of the adjunct faculty of the Music Department at Valparaiso University from
1994-2000. She taught piano and was the Director of the Valparaiso University Gospel Choir. From 2002016, Judith was the piano instructor and choral accompanist at the Wirt-Emerson School for Visual and
Performing Arts in Gary, IN.
In addition to teaching and managing the store, Judith is also the Director of the Valparaiso Voices of
Today. This community choir is open to young people ages 10-16 who enjoy additional choral music
experience. The Voices of Today have performed at various functions throughout Porter and Lake
Counties.
Judith is also an associate minister at Unity A.M.E. Zion Church in Merrillville, where her husband, Dr.
David I. Neville, Jr., is pastor. They have 3 children and 2 grandchildren.

