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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO LEASE LAND FOR FARMING 

PURSUANT TO INDIANA CODE § 36-7-14-22 
 

I-Overview   
This Request for Proposals (“RFP”) is issued by the Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission 

(“Commission”) consistent with Indiana Code § 36-7-14-22.  Proposals are invited for the lease of 

property owned by the Commission for the purpose of farming in 2025 and 2026.  The Property 

location is approximately 500 North, Valparaiso.  Interested parties are encouraged to review 

information posted at www.ci.valparaiso.in.us/120/Redevelopment-Commission for the exact 

location of the Property, a map detailing the areas where farming will be permitted, and other 

relevant information.  

II-Preparation and Submission of Proposals 
 

Proposals shall include the following: 

 

a) The Respondent’s legal name, address, and telephone number; 

b) Respondent’s farming experience; 

c) Proposed crops to be planted in 2025 and 2026; 

d) Proposed lease terms based on the total number of acres to be farmed;  

e) Proposed farming techniques (including types of fertilizers and other chemicals to 

be used); and, 

f) any other relevant information Respondent wishes to provide. 

 

Additional Considerations 

 

Respondents may be requested to discuss their Proposals with Commission staff.  Respondents 

submitting Proposals may be asked to respond to additional questions and/or submit additional 

information. The Commission may also issue Addendums and/or Supplemental Requests to this 

RFP.  Commission staff may make a recommendation to the Commission as to which Proposal, if 

any, should be considered. The Commission may select a Proposal after considering staff 

recommendations and the criteria described in this Proposal.  Upon selection, the Commission may 

enter negotiations with the Respondent.  The Commission reserves the right, to reject any or all 

Proposals. 

III-Obligations of Respondent Submitting a Proposal 
The Respondent submitting the selected Proposal must agree to do each of the following: 

 

1. Enter into a Farm Lease incorporating the terms of the RFP, the terms included in the 

successful Proposal, and other provisions negotiated by the Commission and the Respondent. 

 

2. Commit to employing appropriate farming techniques. 
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IV-Instructions for Submitting Proposals 
 

Submitting Proposals 

a) All Proposals shall be submitted in a sealed envelope. No facsimile or email 

submission will be accepted. The envelope must be labeled with the Respondent’s 

name and address; and the words “Farm Lease Proposal– Redevelopment 

Commission”. 

b) If a Proposal is sent through the mail or other delivery system, the sealed envelope 

shall be enclosed in a separate envelope with the notation “PROPOSAL 

ENCLOSED” on the face of the outer envelope. 

c) Proposals shall be filed in the Valparaiso Clerk-Treasurer’s Office in Valparaiso 

City Hall located at 166 Lincolnway, Valparaiso, Indiana, 46383, before the hour 

of 3:00 p.m. (CST) on January 6, 2025. 

d)  All Proposals submitted become the property of the City and are a matter of public 

record. 

e) The Commission is not responsible for late or lost Proposals due to mail service 

inadequacies, traffic or other similar reasons. Proposals received after the 

designated time may not be considered in the selection process. 

g)  The Commission reserves the right to accept or reject any or all Proposals and to 

waive informalities or irregularities in the selection process. 

h)  A Respondent may, upon written request, modify or withdraw their Proposal at any 

time prior to the stated deadline. A request to modify or withdraw a Proposal must 

be signed by the same person who signed the original Proposal. No Proposal may 

be modified or withdrawn after the opening of the Proposals. 

 

Opening of Proposals 

Consistent with Indiana Code § 36-7-14-22(e), the Proposals received will be opened in public by 

the Commission’s Executive Director on January 9, 2025, during the Commission’s regularly 

scheduled meeting, which begins at 4:10 pm CT. 

 

Applicable Laws 

Any contract resulting from a Proposal submitted will be construed in accordance with and 

governed by the laws of the State of Indiana. 

 

Authority to Bind Submitting Entity  

The signatory for the Respondent represents that he or she has been duly authorized to execute the 

Proposal documents on behalf of the Respondent and has obtained all necessary or applicable 

approvals to make this submission on behalf of the Respondent when his or her signature is affixed 

to the Proposal. 

 

Requests for Clarifications and Addenda 

 

1. Respondents intending to submit Proposals who have questions should contact George 

Douglas, Executive Director of the Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission, at 

gdouglas@valpo.us. 

 

mailto:gdouglas@valpo.us


 

3 
 

 

2. Interpretations or clarifications determined necessary by the Commission will be issued by 

addenda mailed, e-mailed, or otherwise delivered to all Respondents recorded by the 

Commission as having received the RFP and requesting to receive updated information. Only 

questions answered by formal written addenda will be binding.  Oral and other interpretations 

or clarifications from any other source will be without legal effect. 

 

3. All requests for clarification to this solicitation must be received at least one (1) week before 

the opening date to allow for the issuance of any addendums determined by the Commission 

to be necessary.  

 

4. To receive addendums or other information updates, Respondents must email Debra Melcic, 

Executive Assistant of the Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission, at dmelcic@valpo.us. to 

register their email contact information.  

 

5. The Commission reserves the right to amend, revise, extend, modify and revoke this RFP.  The 

Commission also reserves the right the waive any errors and omissions by Respondents in any 

Proposals. 

mailto:dmelcic@valpo.us
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Potential New Test Boring

Parcel ID: 64-10-08-200-011.000-029
Owner: Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission
Address: County Road East 500 North.  Valparaiso, IN  46383

Parcel ID: 64-10-08-200-010.000-029
Owner: Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission
Address: County Road East 500 North.  Valparaiso, IN  46383

Parcel ID: 64-10-08-401-001.000-020
Owner: Valparaiso Redevelopment Commission
Address: 9 South State Rout 2.  Valparaiso, IN  46383
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